
MINUTES for the meeting of Victor Harbor Coastcare  
 held in the Old School Building on  

Wednesday 16th April 2025 at 7.10 pm 

 
1. Welcome  

Loreto Cameron (Chair), Geoff Cope (Treasurer), Sally St George (Secretary), Richard Edwards, 
Rosene Edwards, David Thorn, Lee Philp, Lara Geach, Sue Robertson, Janine Hurley, Trevor 
Brand, Christina Michell, Heather Castle, Eric Everitt, Charlotte Leak, Anita Leak, Andrew Leak, 
Richard House, Jen Priddle, Bill Eden. 

 

2. Apologies: Harry Rake, Barb Francis 
3. Dr Moira Jenkins attended the meeting at this point. 
 

4. Minutes of previous meeting    19th March 2025 
Motion: That the minutes of the VHCC meeting held 19th March 2025 be accepted as an accurate 
record. 
 Moved:  Anita Leak  Seconded : Richard House  Carried 
 

5. Business arising from the minutes  (not covered by other items on the agenda) 
a) Ausmap introduction     Loreto  

Sunday 16th April marked the first session on the beach in front of King’s Street, near the 
beach pole, with Lee Philp.    
Ausmap Report   Lee Philp 
In beautiful weather on Sunday, 8 people sifted 6 sq. metres of sand through a 5mm and then a 
2mm sieve, in three separate areas along a 50 m stretch of shoreline. The results of this hard work 
revealed 4 pieces of microplastic. Lee’s coordinator, Michelle, has recommended that we measure 
at the edge of the high tide mark next time, not at the edge of the most recent tide as previously 
required. Ideally, the coordinators of the study would like us to sift 5 areas at a time along the 
foreshore. Geoff Cope has suggested that we take samples along the Hindmarsh River Estuary 
next spring tide. Lee is undertaking an Excel spreadsheet course to facilitate record keeping. The 
next session will take place on Saturday, 26th July. Details to be confirmed. 
 

6. Financial Report   Geoff Cope   
a) Balance 

CBA Working account   
Opening balance  $1934.96 
Deposits    $14  Entertainment book  
Expenses   $241 as authorised at last meeting    
Closing Balance  $1707.96 

 Accounts foreshadowed include $37.40 Morning tea 
     $15.95 Web domain subscription renewal 
     $53.35 in total require authorisation 
b) Beyond Bank 

Term deposit of $7,500 will mature on 4th May 2025. It is proposed that the term deposit be 
renewed and that the interest be added to the sum of $427.90 in the on-call community 
account to cover any unexpected expenses. The interest rate for a 9-month period is currently 
slightly lower at 3.7%. 
Motion: That this month’s financial report be accepted. 
Moved:  Andrew Leak  Seconded: Anita Leak   Carried 

 
7. Publicity Reports        

a) Publicity   Anita Leak   
N/A 

b) Facebook    Andrew Leak 
N/A 

c) Web site   Jen Priddle 
Andrew has made a collage of photos which has been added to the webpage and is linked to the 
Facebook page 

d)   Instagram   Geoff Cope  
 A photo of the inaugural Ausmap working group has been posted 



8. Membership Report  Loreto Cameron  
We welcome two new members - Adam Lord who has attended a recent working bee and Simon 
Collinson. Simon joined after meeting Richard House on the foreshore and he has recently had 
his induction tour. 
  

9. Plover Report    David Thorn  
The breeding season for Hooded Plovers is closing across the Fleurieu Peninsula beaches. 
Hoodies are forming flocking groups of up to 13 hoodies and juveniles. This happens when 
breeding aggression diminishes. 
In the Victor Harbor Council area, we still have one last nest at Yilki. The nest yielded two chicks, 
one of which was lost on 9/4/25. The other chick is now just 3 weeks old with two weeks of growth 
to go. Foxes are an ongoing problem for hoodies, with fox dens being found by Coastcare and our 
volunteer Lynda.  We have had a trial running at four Hoodie nest sites in the Victor Council area. 
This involved using Sonic Fox Watch Deterrent devices with a camera placed within the fenced 
area. We have been very happy with the results and hope to use them again in the coming 2025 
– 2026 hoodie breeding season. 
                                                                       

10. Beach Pole Report  Geoff Cope  
The last readings were taken on 10th April with PhD student Maya Lambert helping with 
measurements. 
Yacht Club     10mm increase  
Memorial Park   80mm increase  
Wills Street    No change  
King Street    No change 
The Esplanade    No change 
Seaweed level was slightly up near the Yacht Club.  
There is information about the wave buoys on the SA Waves website  
The new beach poles may be installed by DEW in the week beginning 2nd June, conditions permitting. 
Two poles will be installed at Kent Reserve and two at Hayborough, between the stormwater drains. 
  

11. Working bees 
a) Work done. 

i) Sunday 23rd March – WA 11 – Causeway Dunes –Tamarisks 
The removal of Tamarisks was finally completed much to the satisfaction of all involved over 
the years. We will revisit the area for regrowth outbreaks, but overall, great job everyone! 

ii) Wednesday 9th April – WA 1G – The Bluff – Casuarina Glauca 
In conjunction with Council the final group of Casuarina Glauca was removed from this area by 
drilling and filling immediately after felling by Council.  
This stand of trees has now been completely removed together with new suckers nearby. 
Work was continued on the area below the 1st carpark (where we have previously removed 
new regrowth), checking and moving down the slope and further back. There is still a long way 
to go, but doing it in staged areas is the most satisfactory way of tackling this as you can see 
sections actually completed and ready for revegetation. An olive and a couple of coastal t-trees 
were also removed on the day. 
  

b) Work planned   

i) Sunday 27th April – WA 19 – Clearing the Lagoon channel 
Council have given us approval to go ahead and clear the channel before the winter rains set 
in. Please make sure you wear sturdy boots and bring a good-sized spade for digging a 
channel. We will also bring 3 bags for rubbish collection.  

ii) Wednesday 14th May – WA 10 – Esplanade to the playground – Euphorbia removal 
Beginning directly in front of No.22 The Esplanade, in the foredunes, moving towards the 
Inman River mouth. Piles are to be made as we work due to difficulties for the Council team to 
remove it from that location. 

iii) Sunday 25th May – WA 10 - Esplanade to the playground – Continuation of Euphorbia 
removal 

iv) Wednesday 11th June – WA 13 – Planting Club Dune area and WA12 - Soldier’s Memorial 
Gardens – replacement planting in the Hooded Plover area of 100 plants and 50 grasses 
along the strip between the path and the beach in the end section of the Soldier’s Memorial 



Gardens. (This is a trial section to see how the planting copes with winter sea surges, the 
public and minimal watering). 

 
12. Other Business 

a) Biodiversity VH will install 2,500 plants with guards on the Bluff in a Community Planting 
event on Saturday 21/6. Plants will go into pre-dug holes below the first carpark. Please 
register for this event online. Sophie Rawson and Cheyenne from VH Council will be in 
attendance, and also possibly Bronson Symmonds. 

b) Planting season – we will be planting out approximately 1150 plants over the winter months 
in areas ranging from the Bluff, Hooded Plover habitats, the Hindmarsh Estuary and all the 
way to Yandra Terrace/Oliver’s Parade at Hayborough. 

c) Wave buoys – 2 have been deployed off our local coastline, one off Encounter Bay and the 
other is further out to sea beyond the Bluff, measuring data for research on climate modelling. 
The link is https://sawaves.org/. Loreto recommended reading the data updates on the current 
temperature of our water. 

d) May meeting cancelled – Loreto will be overseas for most of May. 
e) Loreto Cameron welcomed our Guest speaker – Dr Moira Jenkins, Mayor of VH Council 

The Mayor began by apologising to the meeting for her late arrival. She went on to thank 
Coastcare profusely for the volume of work the volunteers carry out every year and praised 
our links with Council.  
Dr Jenkins gave an update on the algal bloom on the Fleurieu coast: it has been identified as 
Karenia mikimotoi and is toxic to marine life and can cause allergic reactions in humans and 
dogs. There was an outbreak on the Fleurieu a few years ago and other outbreaks have 
occurred in Ireland and Europe. It occurs when water temperatures are elevated and there is 
no wind. This is the warmest summer on record here with water being 2 - 3 degrees above 
normal with almost no wind. Department of Environment and Water has kept councils well 
informed via online meetings hosted by Susan Close, Minister for the Environment and Water, 
and attended by SARDI, DEW, EPA and others who are testing the water. Autumn and winter 
storms and strong southerly winds will end the algal bloom eventually. Council has placed 
warning signs at beaches but cannot close beaches – they are under the authority of DEW. 
Check Health Department warnings before walking or doing any work on or near the beaches. 
The long drought has caused suffering among the animals too. Kangaroos have been eating 
grasses they normally avoid. The neuro toxins in this grass cause paralysis in the kangaroos. 
David Thorn added that the new shoots of the Phalaris grass are very toxic to cattle as well as 
kangaroos. There is no known cure and survival rates are low. 
The Mayor then asked for questions from the members: 
Richard Edwards asked about traffic management in Victor Harbor in view of all the new 
developments going as well as the holiday crowds. The Mayor acknowledged the problems 
and said the Council is constrained by the State Government in some respects. Ideally, new 
shopping precincts would one day alleviate the pressure on Victor Harbor Central, thus 
reducing the heavy traffic in the central area.  
Regarding development, developers are pushing for more residential villages but Council 
prefers a greater diversity of ages in residents for future sustainability.  
Christina Michell queried the rules governing vegetation in residential villages. Apparently, the 
55+ villages do not have to have any vegetation! Marilyn Henderson has been reappointed 
Chair of the Native Vegetation Council and sits on Council.  
Richard House’s query about repairs to the CWA railing at the corner of Crozier Rd and 
Torrens Rd – damaged over 2 years ago – caused the Mayor to send an immediate voice 
memo to her PA Chelsea to pass on to the relevant department in Council. 

 
f) New dripper area - Richard House noted that many plants on The Esplanade have died over 

summer in the new dripper area and recommended that guards be left on plants for as long 
as possible due to the ongoing rabbit issue. Loreto said that Council have 300 plants to go 
into the area this winter and commented that black mesh guards have been the most 
successful against rabbits, they give airflow to the plant and are easier to water through.    

 
13. Correspondence 

From Landscapes Hills and Fleurieu re free First Aid training. Register your interest tonight. 
 
 

https://sawaves.org/


14. Hours worked: - 
Harry Rake 8; Christina Michell 9; Anita Leak 6; Andrew Leak 6; Richard House 5; Janine Hurley 3; Trevor 
Brand 11; Bill Eden 5; Richard Edwards 7; Jen Priddle 5; David Thorn 1; Rosene Edwards 1; Heather 
Castle 3; Sally St George 4; Sue Robertson 5; Lee Philp 6; Geoff Cope 5.5; Lara Geach 3; Chelsea 
Cameron 2; Adam Lord 2; Gavin Dally 3; Bruce Lindqvist 2; Barb Francis 1; Loreto Cameron 28 
Total = 131.5 Hours 

 
15. Next Meeting Wednesday 18th June 2025 at 7pm 
 
 
 


