
MINUTES for the meeting of Victor Harbor Coastcare 
 held in Carrickalinga House on  

Wednesday 20th August 2025 at 7.00 pm 

 

1. Welcome and Present 
Loreto Cameron (Chair), Christina Michell, Jen Priddle, Bill Eden, Geoff Cope, Heather Castle, 
Richard House, Harry Rake, Sue Robertson, Sally St George, Andrew Leak, Anita Leak, Janine 
Hurley, Trevor Brand, Lee Philp, Bill Eden, David Thorn 
. 

2. Apologies 
Rosene Edwards, Richard Edwards, Bruce Lindqvist, Barb Francis, Derek Conroy, Lara Geach. 
 

3. Minutes of previous meeting   16th July, 2025 
Motion: The minutes of the VHCC meeting held 16th July 2025 be accepted as an accurate record.  
Proposed Janine Hurley   Seconded   Bill Eden   Carried 
 

4. Business arising from the minutes  (not covered by other items on the agenda) 
a) Audio Equipment will need to be purchased, Geoff Cope is continuing investigating the options. 

b) Purchase of auger that is compatible with our drills – Richard House reported that Bunnings 

has two sizes of auger: 75mm @ approx. $48 and 100mm @ approx. $56. 

Motion: That Richard House purchase two augers to trial – one of each size. 

Proposed:  Harry Rake  Seconded:  Sue Robertson  Carried 

5. Finance Report            Geoff Cope   

a) Beyond Bank Term Deposit  
The term deposit of $7,500 has been renewed for 6 months at 4.3% until 4th November 2025.  
Accumulated interest on call is $641.37. 
 

b) CBA Working account   
Opening balance $2154.10 
Deposits  $    20.00 Subs 
Expenses  $    43.20 As approved at last meeting 
Closing Balance $2130.90 
      
Motion: That this month’s Finance report be accepted. 
Proposed: Christina Michell Seconded:  Bill Eden  Carried  
Loreto noted that as of next month, Coastcare will pay $40 per month to the Board at 
Carrickalinga House to hold our meetings on their premises. 
 

6. Publicity Reports        
a) Publicity   Anita Leak   Scrapbook has been updated 

An article by Geoff Cope on the new sand monitoring poles and a letter from Richard House 
regarding the removal of seaweed were both published in the local newspapers 

b) Facebook    Andrew Leak  Post of last working bee 
c) Web site   Jen Priddle  Ongoing 
d)   Instagram   Geoff Cope  4 posts:  

Children’s planting day, dog on beach poster {warning of danger from algal bloom}, beach pole 
installations and Planting for Plovers working bee. 

  

7. Membership Report  Loreto Cameron N/A 
 

8. Plover Report   David Thorn   
2025-26 Breeding season has started with two nests, with eggs, found on 19/08/2025 along the 

South Coast. These were fenced and signed today, 20/08/2025. Sonic Fox Watch Deterrent 

Devices (3 per nest) will be installed on nest sites to hopefully deter foxes. The devices cost $160 

per unit. A motion camera will be installed to monitor the sites for fox intrusion.  



The South Coast Hooded Plover volunteers would like to thank the Coastcare team for their hard 

work planting natives along the coastal dunes. These plants help to stabilise the dunes and help 

the hooded plover habitat. 

The toxic algal bloom was a worry as the hoodies forage some of their food in the swash area 

{where the waves finish their run up the beach}, so we got some advice and sifted some sand at 

the water’s edge. We were able to see small live bugs in the sample. Luckily, hoodies find other 

food elsewhere on the beach to add to their menu. We have also been checking any known fox 

dens to see if they are in use. 

9.  Beach Pole Report  Geoff Cope  
The new poles at Hayborough and Kent Reserve have been etched with high and low points and 
numbers. 
The last readings were taken on 18/08/25 
Hayborough new 
Yacht Club  No change 
Memorial Park 40mm increase  
Wills Street  No change 
King Street  No change 
Esplanade  No change 
Kent Reserve  new 
Seaweed level was quite high. 
Richard House suggested that Geoff measure the horizontal distance between the escarpment and the 
pole for our records which may be of benefit also for the Coastal Protection authority. 

 

10.  Working bees 
a) Work done. 

i. Sunday 27th July – WA 42 – Yandra/Olivers Parade  
A total of 285 seedlings were planted above and below the train track in this location over 2 
days. A small team planted 85 on the Sunday in between showers and the remainder were 
planted on the Monday in much better weather. This included pigface propagated and 
supplied by Richard House. 
All plants, except for grasses, were guarded as protection from rabbits. 

ii. Wednesday 13th August – WA 9 - Inman River Inlet 
200 seedlings were planted in the Inman Lagoon area filling in the spaces from previous 
plantings in this location. All plants were mulched with seaweed once again. Spinifex and 
Atriplex were showing great growth in this area. 

 
b) Work planned  

i. Sunday 24th August – WA10 – GS Read Reserve 
Planting out seedlings supplied by Council as infill and replacement plants for those lost 
during the past dry summer season. The unwanted track was meant to be planted out but as 
the rail still has not been fixed on the fencing, we will not be doing this, instead, we will be 
continuing on the revegetation planting heading towards the Inman. 

ii. Wednesday 10th September – WA1D - 2nd Carpark – The Bluff  
         Planting out extra seedlings in this area. 
  

11. Other Business 
a)  Landscape SA – Southern Fleurieu Coastal Action Plan – Caroline Taylor has spent many 

months updating this very large informative document to suit the current environmental state, plans 
and initiatives of the local councils. Caroline will be sending Coastcare the cells applicable to our 
work areas at her earliest convenience for us to look over and comment on. Loreto also has four 
booklets for members to take home to read and return at our next meeting. Please let Sally know 
which booklet you have taken so we can keep track of them. 

b) Trial by Landscape SA for the eradication of Euphorbia in the coastal dune systems –  
Caroline Taylor mentioned at our Inman Lagoon working bee that there is going to be a controlled 
trial of establishing a rust fungal disease outbreak on euphorbia for research purposes, on a 
selected section of our coast where this is present. Trials are currently underway in NSW, Victoria 



and Queensland. Loreto will keep everyone updated on the progress of this when we have further 
information from both Council and Caroline. 
Caroline has also spoken to Loreto regarding VHCC monitoring fox activity in the dune area using 
a special monitoring device. Loreto has indicated to her that we would be most interested. 

c) Algal Bloom – Loreto obtained a booklet from the recent forum regarding the outbreak and there 
is also information on community efforts to save the southern bell frog, should anyone be 
interested. 
It seems that there is once again the possibility of no “Seeds for Snapper” this year, due to the 
algal bloom, we will wait and see. 

d) Biodiversity Victor Harbor – The new nursery site looks likely to be at Martha Close- opposite the 
Men’s Shed. Council are aware that there is a water retention issue on this site but the CVH’s 
engineering team will be tasked with bringing in fill to raise the level of the area and also installing a 
stormwater sump. This work will commence as soon as possible post settlement of the block, 
which should happen very soon. 

e) SCCAS Concert – As two members of Coastcare are singing in the upcoming concert to celebrate 
75 years of this choir, Richard House urged members to come along to the Adare Convention 
centre at 2pm on 31st August to enjoy a show featuring Broadway hits from “My Fair Lady’, ‘Mame’, 
‘Chicago’, ‘Sound of Music’ and Gilbert and Sullivan, to name a few. Tickets at $15 will be available 
at the door or from Swann’s Pharmacy. 
 

12. Correspondence – letter from Caroline Taylor thanking VHCC for a great planting day. 
 

13. Hours worked 
Sally St George 10; Sue Robertson 3; Christina Michell 7; Richard House 11; Heather Castle 3; Janine 
Hurley 5; Bill Eden 5; Trevor Brand 7; Harry Rake 3; Anita Leak 6.5; Lee Philp 3; David Thorn 3; Jen Priddle 
7; Geoff Cope 15; Andrew Leak 5; Richard Edwards 6; Gavin Dally 2; Jenny Dally 2; Kevin Howard 2; 
Chelsea Cameron 2; Adam Lord 2; Loreto Cameron 18 = Total 127.5 hours 
 

14. Next Meeting Wednesday 17th September 2025 at 7pm in Carrickalinga House 
 
 
 

 

 


