
MINUTES for the meeting of Victor Harbor Coastcare  
 held at Carrickalinga House on Wednesday 15th October 2025 at 7.00 pm 

 
 

1. Welcome and Present 
Loreto Cameron (Chair), Jen Priddle, Geoff Cope, Richard House, Richard Edwards, Sally 
St George, David Thorn, Harry Rake, Trevor Brand, Christina Michell, Janine Hurley  

2. Apologies: Margie Fredberg, Bill Eden, Gavin and Jenny Dally, Lee Philp, Lara Geach, 
Andrew and Anita Leak, Barb Francis. 

3. Minutes of previous meeting  
Motion: That the minutes of the VHCC meeting held 17th September 2025 be accepted as 
an accurate record.   
Moved:  Jen Priddle  Seconded: Janine Hurley  Carried 

4. Ausmap – A reminder from Lee Philp that the next Ausmap date will be Sunday 19th 
October at 9am opposite King Street, near the beach pole. 

5. Financial Report   Geoff Cope   
a) Balance 

CBA Working account   
Opening balance $1174.30 
Deposits  Nil  

b) Expenses  Nil 
Closing Balance        $1174.30 
No accounts are foreshadowed to be paid   

c) Term Deposit  
Beyond Bank Term Deposit of $7,500 is due to mature on 4/11. 
The on-call accrued interest account balance is $641.38.   
Motion: That this month’s financial report be accepted  
Moved:  Janine Hurley  Seconded: Sally St George Carried  

6. Publicity Reports        
a. Publicity   Anita Leak 

N/A  
b. Facebook    Andrew Leak 

N/A 
c. Web site   Jen Priddle 

Ongoing maintenance  and updating 
d. Instagram   Geoff Cope  

Two posts for the recent working bees. 
7. Membership Report   Loreto Cameron  

Our newest member has told Loreto she is enjoying the being in the group.  
8. Beach Pole Report   Geoff Cope  

The last readings were taken on 13th October 
Yacht Club  10mm increase 
Memorial Park  130mm decrease 
Wills Street  10mm decrease 
King Street  No change 
Esplanade  10mm decrease 
Hayborough  60mm decrease 
Kent Reserve  50mm increase  

9. Plover Report    David Thorn 
Oliver’s Reef  No breeding activity, only one hoodie on site 
Yilki   Fell St nest washed out. Unusual flocking at Charles St. 
Whalers 2 hoodies at fenced site have laid two eggs for their next attempt.  
Middleton 2 chicks at 12 days old. They are the only chicks on the Fleurieu so far. 

10. Working bees 
a. Work done. 

i. Monday 22nd September – WA16 Bridge Point garden 
100 seedlings were planted throughout the area on the slope in front of the 
toilet block, in the garden and on the other side, filling in and replacing plants 
that had not survived. Litter was removed. Council was notified of a camper in 
the Lagoon itself and of the paperbarks overhanging the boardwalk with the 
potential to be a public hazard.  



The Council will assess with a view to repair and maintain the sinking section of 
the walkway that was reported. 

ii Wednesday 8th October – WA11 - Causeway Dunes 
Approximately 95 seedlings were planted throughout the area, replacing ones 
that had died. Richard, Jen and Eric worked on and treated a Tamarisk that 
showed some signs of life and a boxthorn was also removed from this dune 
area. 

Note: Victor Harbor Coastcare planted over 1,600 seedlings this season, not counting 
the Bluff Community planting event we were involved in, where 2,500 seedlings 
were planted. 

b. Work planned   
i. Sunday 26th October – WA 10 – The Esplanade from Inman St and heading 

towards Victor 
Weed control, gazanias, euphorbias, woody weeds etc. This area has not been 
on our agenda for a while and there seem to be quite a few weeds in this 
location. 

ii. Wednesday 12th November – WA 16 Bridge Point 
Two loads of mulch will be delivered by Council either the day before or on the 
morning of our working bee. We will be spreading this throughout our planting 
area there in time for the summer. 

Note:  Our hourly rate worth according to Caroline from Landscape SA increased in  
August to $50.50 per hour.   

11. Other Business 
a. Biodiversity Victor Harbor – The grant application to repeat the Community Planting 

event on the Bluff last year looks positive, thank you to Geoff Cope who along with 
Mark Richards put the application together. 

b. Watering Roster  
See attachment. Loreto also has printed copies available. 

c. VHCC Calendar for 2026 
See attachment. Loreto also has printed copies available. 

d. Coastcare hats 
Geoff has two prototypes for us to consider. See photo attached. 

e. Volunteer Appreciation Event – December 4 at 5.30pm 
Please let Loreto know by 25th October if you wish to attend. See attachment. 

f. Letter - Richard House has had another letter published in the local paper regarding 
seaweed. A copy will be kept for the scrapbook. 

g. Xmas lunch – Barb and Colin Francis have once again offered the use of their lovely 
garden as the venue for our annual Xmas lunch. It was agreed at the meeting that it 
would take place on Wednesday 3rd December at 12.30pm. 

h. Coastal Algal Bloom – Brad Martin from Ozfish has been in contact with Loreto 
regarding a potential mussel bed trial for Encounter Bay and ‘shellfish ropes’. Mussel 
restoration is a much cheaper option than the larger oyster reef work which can range 
from tens to hundreds of thousands of dollars, depending on reef size etc. He has been 
offered funding to do this by The Big Duck, Pirates Chest and Victor Harbor Rotary. If 
he gains government permission, which looks fairly certain, he will be seeking 
volunteers to assist with putting the hessian together to form sacks and placing them in 
the proposed locations on and near the Encounter Bay reef area at low tide. Loreto will 
keep us updated on his progress.  

i. Watering – At Tina’s suggestion, bamboo marker sticks will be put in the hose bag so 
that they can be used to mark any malfunctioning drippers, especially at #38 The 
Esplanade. If you need to use the markers, please inform Richard House of the details 
so he can check them.  It was generally agreed that a trowel should be used during 
watering sessions to renew the bowls around the plants, where necessary, over 
summer. 

j. Mulching at Bridge Point – Trevor Brand suggested that wheelbarrows would be 
useful on the day, Loreto will request those that can bring one to please do so in the 
email which will be sent out before the working bee there. 

k. Broom along the Hindmarsh River – has reached 2 metres in height on the school 
side and needs attention. 
Note: Council have been notified and will action at their earliest opportunity. 
 
 

12. Correspondence 



Brad Martin - Ozfish re mussel bed restoration. 
13. Hours worked: 

Christina Michell 7; Harry Rake 5; Jen Priddle 5; Richard 
House 7; Richard Edwards 8; Geoff Cope 5; Janine Hurley 3; Eric Everitt 2; 
Sally St George 7; Bill Eden 2; Margie Fredberg 4; Andrew Leak 2; Anita Leak 
2; Bruce Lindqvist 2; Sonja Peter 4; Lee Philp 2; Loreto Cameron 19   
TOTAL = 86 Hours. 

14. Next Meeting Wednesday 19th November, 7pm – Carrickalinga House 
 
 

 
 


