
MINUTES for the meeting of Victor Harbor Coastcare 
 held in Carrickalinga House on  

Wednesday 18th February 2026 at 7.00 pm 

 

1. Welcome and Present 
Loreto Cameron (Chair), Christina Michell, Geoff Cope, Harry Rake, Trevor Brand, Lee Philp, 
David Thorn, Richard Edwards, Eric Everitt, Anita Leak, Andrew Leak, Heather Castle, Lara 
Geach, Janine Hurley. 
. 

2. Apologies 
Richard House, Sally St George, Barb Francis, Bill Eden, Margie Fredberg, Jen Priddle, Sue 
Robertson 
 

3. Minutes of previous meeting   19th November 2025 
Motion: The minutes of the VHCC meeting held 19th November 2025 be accepted as an accurate 
record.  
Proposed Christina Michell   Seconded   Janine Hurley   Carried 
 

4. Business arising from the minutes  (not covered by other items on the agenda) 
Ausmap   Lee Philp  

The next session will be will be on the 3rd May.  Both the Hindmarsh Estuary and the Esplanade 

sites will be done – 8.30am start.  A reminder will be sent out prior to the day.  2 microplastic items 

as well as balloon pieces were collected at the Estuary site from the last session. 

Coastcare hats  Geoff Cope 

These have been distributed, another batch of small bucket hats will be ordered for members to 

purchase as needed. 

Christmas lunch Loreto Cameron 

This was again a successful day at Barb and Colin Francis’s home.  A gift hamper was sent to 

them with a huge ‘thank you’ for hosting it once again. 

 

5. Finance Report            Geoff Cope 
a) Beyond Bank Term Deposit  

The term deposit of $7,500 has been renewed for 6 months and will mature on 4th May 2026.  Accrued 
interest amounts to $803.99. 

b) CBA Working account      
Opening balance $1096.30 
Deposits  $   354.00 Hats paid 
   $   500.00 Gavin and Josie Irvine – have once again donated $500 
to VHCC.  Their generosity and acknowledgement of the work we do is greatly appreciated.  A 
letter of thanks on behalf of us all has been sent by Loreto. 
 
Expenses  $     57.39 Expenses approved last meeting 
   $   218.26 Christmas luncheon 
   $     40.00 Carrickalinga Hire 
   $   630.00 Purchase of hats 

$     50.00 CUA Day rego 
Closing Balance $   954.65 
Amounts foreshadowed to be paid include $74.67 to cover morning teas and Domain expenses. 
Motion: That this month’s Finance report be accepted. 
Proposed: Christina Michell Seconded:  Janine Hurley      Carried 
  

6. Publicity Reports        
a) Publicity   Anita Leak   1 article in the paper re CUA Day 
b) Facebook    Andrew Leak  2 posts – Bees and Ausmap 
c) Web site   Jen Priddle  Ongoing updating (even though away) 
d)   Instagram   Geoff Cope  Photos of Hoodies, Ausmap, bees, Yilki  

photos 2006 - 2026  



7. Membership Report  Loreto Cameron Nothing to report 
 

8. Hooded Plover Report  David Thorn  
Oliver’s Reef -   Has 2 resident hoodies on site, but no breeding activity thus far. 

Dune erosion is developing behind the signed fenced site due to local residents 
from nearby houses creating an illegal walking path through the native scrub 
growing on the dune area, which is now destabilising the dune. Council have 
been notified and are currently taking remedial action. 

Yilki site -  A fourth attempt at a nest has started with 2 eggs possibly a third to come.  As of 
yesterday this nest attempt has failed and the resident hoodies have not 
attended the nest for many days, the site looks to have been abandoned. 
Shore restoration work in the area is not complete and we expect this will now go 
ahead as the welfare of this nationally listed endangered species had priority and 
work had been ceased temporarily.  

Whalers -           Two chicks have fledged at this site, one juvenile has flown off, possibly joining  
       other hoodies, the other and its male parent have been banded by Birdlife   
       Australia, the bands are green and on the right leg should they be sighted. 

 
It has come to the attention of the Hoodie observers, that the western third of Parsons Beach and 
flanking native scrub covered dune area to the private boundary is not part of the Newland Head 
Conservation Park.   
This area is assumed to come under the control of the Victor Harbor Council.   
There have been several reports from Parsons Beach walkers that dogs have been seen on the 
beach in this area.  This area is a good Hoodie habitat and attempts to make nests here by the 
hoodies has occurred.   
The dilemma is, that visitors viewing this beach from the Parson Beach carpark will see dogs 
loose at the western end and, assume the whole beach is a ‘dogs allowed’ beach.   
This is not the case.   
The problem has been discussed with Caroline Taylor of Landscape SA. 

 

9. Beach Pole Report   Geoff Cope  
The last readings were taken on 14/2/2026 
Dune height change since November 
Hayborough 30mm decrease  
Yacht Club  30mm increase 
Memorial Park 130mm decrease (significant change here) 
Wills Street  No change 
King Street  10mm increase 
Esplanade  10mm decrease 
Kent Reserve  10mm increase 

 

10.  Working bees 
a) Work done. 

i. Friday 28th November – WA 20 – Bus Stop 3 on Hindmarsh Road and along the railway 
embankment up to the point of the steps near the bridge. 
Due to the onset of rain, we managed to cut down as many buckthorn with berries on as 
possible, thus minimising the issue of birds spreading the seed. Trevor Brand has since been 
back to the site and sprayed the remaining stumps for easy identification when we are able to 
return and continue the removal of them in this location.  All future working bees at this site will 
need to be a day other than a Wednesday or Sunday due to the train. 

ii. Wednesday 10th December – WA 58 Kings Beach Lookout area  
General prune and tidy up of overall area.  Walking path checked and cleared, boxthorn from 
last year re-visited and treated.  Council notified to collect pile of clippings.  A great effort from 
everyone in time before the rain once again. 

iii. Wednesday January 14th – WA 10 – The Esplanade – from the Inman Street end 
heading towards Victor – Gazania, Euphorbia, African daisies and a succulent that had 
begun to spread through a large area were all removed.  The Tamarisk was also re-
visited and re-treated.  This area could do with another visit in the cooler months when 
the likelihood of snake encounters should be less likely. 



iv. Monday February 9th - WA 20 Bus Stop 3 on Hindmarsh Road and along the railway 
embankment up to the steps near the bridge - Buckthorn control and WA 16 – Bridge 
Point – a load of mulch delivered by Council was spread throughout the area in front of 
the toilet block. 
 

b) Work planned   
i. Sunday 22nd February – Changed to Monday 23rd February – WA20 – Bus stop 3 on 

Hindmarsh Road and along the railway embankment up to the steps near the bridge – 
Buckthorn control – removal of prior cuttings to be piled where the Council team can 
access for removal first.  Deep drill holes must be done for poison to have best effect. 

ii. Wednesday 11th March – Changed to Thursday 12th March– WA20 – Continuation of 
buckthorn treatment. 
 

11. Other Business 
a) Biodiversity Victor Harbor – Christina Michell has been successful in the propagation of 

Leucopogons at the Nursery and also successful for the team at Crows Nest has been the 
achievement of healthy spinifex cuttings for our dune system. 

b) Clean Up Australia day is on Sunday 1st March – Please put this in your diaries 
c) Ozfish Mussell beds – the 3 sites in Encounter Bay will be checked in the next couple of 

weeks. 
d) 15 Trees – Coastcare have been successful in obtaining funding for 600 trees to be planted 

this year at $2 a plant. 
e) Eastern Marina – the proposal put forward by Council at the meeting prior to Christmas has 

now closed for submissions.  We can only hope that common sense and logic will prevail 
regarding this site. 

f) Council – were successful in obtaining a grant for contractors to work on weed removal 
specifically Cape Ivy in the Hayborough location and near the lagoon, they are currently 
working on this. 

g) First Aid Training – please let Loreto know if you wish to update your training as we can have 
up to 3 members do this. 

h) Dripper Roster – Jen Priddle is unable to cover her days until the end of March, Lee Philp will 
take Jens place on the dripper roster for the 3rd March. 

i) Film Evening – Biodiversity VH – Meet the Penguins is on 16th March at the Victa Cinema, all 
welcome to a most interesting and informative evening. 

j) Thanks – to Margie Fredberg and her husband Brent for sharpening our tools and for the 
donation of a new blade for a bowsaw. 
 

12. Correspondence  
Letter from Colleen Fillippa  -  15 Trees 
 

13. Hours worked 
Lee Philp 14; Trevor Brand 32; Sue Robertson 5; Sally St George 13; Bruce Lindqvist 3; Janine Hurley 8; 
Jenny Dally 3; Gavin Dally 3; Richard House 10; Lara Geach 1; Sonja Peter 3; Richard Edwards 13.5; 
Margie Fredberg 9; Chelsea Cameron 2; Adam Lord 2; Kevin Howard 1; Heather Castle 6; Jen Priddle 7; 
Harry Rake 13; Geoff Cope 20; Eric Everitt 11; David Thorn 1; Christina Michell 19; Bill Eden 2; Barb 
Francis 1; Anita Leak 7; Andrew Leak 10.5; Loreto Cameron 40 = Total 260 hours 
 

14. Next Meeting Wednesday 18th March 2026 at 7pm in Carrickalinga House 
Speaker – Sophie Rawson – Environment and Sustainability Team Leader Victor 
Harbor Council 

 
 

 

  

 


