
MINUTES for the meeting of Victor Harbor Coastcare 
 held in Carrickalinga House on  

Wednesday 18th March 2026 at 7.00 pm 

 

1. Welcome and Present 
Loreto Cameron (Chair), Christina Michell, Janine Hurley, Geoff Cope, Richard House, Sally St 
George, Lee Philp, Richard Edwards, Bruce Lindqvist, Eric Everitt, Anita Leak, Andrew Leak and 
Bill Eden 
 

2. Special welcome to our guest speaker for this evening, Sophie Rawson, Open Spaces Team 
Leader, Victor Harbor Council.  
Loreto thanked Sophie for her time and for sharing so much information with us. 
(See attachment) 
 

3. Apologies 
 Barb Francis, Lara Geach, David Thorn, Jen Priddle, Harry Rake, Sue Robertson, Trevor Brand 
 

4. Minutes of previous meeting   18th February, 2026 
Motion: The minutes of the VHCC meeting held 18th February, 2026 be accepted as an accurate 
record.  
Proposed        Anita Leak   Seconded Christina Mitchell      Carried 
 

5. Business arising from the minutes  (not covered by other items on the agenda) 

• CUA Day was cancelled – at this time, Loreto is unable to reschedule it. However, rubbish clean- 

up will be done at each working bee, as needed. 

 

6. Finance Report            Geoff Cope 
a) Beyond Bank Term Deposit  

The term deposit of $7,500 will mature on 5th May 2026.  Accrued interest amounts to $804.00. 
b) CBA Working account      

Opening balance $ 954.65 
Deposits  $ 104.00   Pre-paid hats 
Expenses  $  74.67   Expenses approved last meeting 
   $  40.00 Hall hire 
Closing Balance $ 943.98 
No amounts are foreshadowed to be paid next month. 
Motion: That this month’s Finance report be accepted. 
Proposed: Sally St George  Seconded:  Richard House  Carried 
  

7. Publicity Reports        
a) Publicity  Anita Leak   An article on Biodiversity VH will be in the  

Fleurieu Sun this week                                                                                                            
b) Facebook   Andrew Leak  Posts on working bee and CUA Day 
c) Web site  Jen Priddle  Long distance updating 
d)   Instagram  Geoff Cope  Posts of recent working bees, CUA Day and the  

Bluff planting site 
 

8. Membership Report  Loreto Cameron  
Nothing to report 
 

9. Hooded Plover Report  David Thorn - 13/3/26  
All fencing equipment and signage has been removed to storage. 
Very few hoodies are seen on our beaches at the moment. 
In the Victor Harbor Council Area we have managed 2 fledglings this season. These were 
from the Whalers site near the Bluff boat ramp. 
This area (Victor Harbor Council Area) includes some of our remote beach sites like Waitpinga, 
Parsons and Sheepies beaches and these sites have struggled to have hoodies on them at all. 



The Toxic Algal Bloom has hit these beaches very hard with the thick sticky foam reaching the 
dunes at times making foraging impossible. 
We did have 2 fledglings on Middleton West beach which brings our South Coast Fleurieu Friends 
Group tally to four fledglings. 
The erosion occurring at Oliver’s Reef is a worry and needs to be stopped. It is occurring because 
people are walking onto the beach from the houses below the road and are walking through the 
native scrub and damaging the dune. We did put in “closed track “signage, but this was quickly 
pulled aside every time it was repaired. 

 

10. Beach Pole Report   Geoff Cope  
The last readings were taken on 13/3/26 
Hayborough 10mm increase  
Yacht Club  10mm decrease 
Memorial Park 60mm increase  
Wills Street  10mm increase 
King Street  No change 
Esplanade  No change 
Kent Reserve  20mm increase and the horizontal distance between the escarpment and the pole 
is at 2.95 metres with no big storm events recorded since July. This reserve will be allowed to erode 
naturally over time. 

 

11.  Working bees 
a) Work done 

i.  Monday 23rd February – WA 20 – Bus Stop 3 on Hindmarsh Road and along the railway  
 embankment up to the point of the steps near the bridge. 
  Many buckthorns, pittosporum, acacia cyclops and olives were cut and treated. Council Open   
  Spaces team arrived and removed the pile of cuttings that we left on the path side of the train   
  track. Low number of volunteers due to change of day.  

ii.  Tuesday 10th March – WA 20 – Bus Stop 3 on Hindmarsh Road and along the railway 
  embankment up to the point of the steps near the bridge.  
  Once again low volunteer numbers. A pile of cuttings was made ready to be moved the other   
  side of the train track at the next working bee for Council to collect. (There is still an enormous  
  amount to do here which I feel should not just be left to us. With that in mind, I have written to  
  Council conveying our concern regarding management of this section – Loreto) 

b) Work planned  
i. Thursday 26th March – Changed from Sunday 22nd March. WA 20 Bus Stop 3 on 

Hindmarsh Road and along the railway embankment up to the steps near the bridge – 
moving the pile of cuttings to the other side of the train line for Council Open Spaces Team to 
collect. Litter collection throughout the lagoon, boardwalk and swamp paperbark areas. We 
will take a work kit with us if we get time to do further work on olives etc in the swamp 
paperbark area. 

ii. Wednesday 8th April – The Bluff – WA 1C – directly to the right of the picnic area. In 
conjunction with Council Open Spaces Team, several large Casuarina glauca will be cut 
down, and taken by us up to a collection point. Once the space is safe and clear for us to 
move in, we will then treat the stumps as well as any small ones in the vicinity. This site has 
been selected as the next one to work on by Council for our joint effort in removing this 
woody weed from The Bluff. 

 

12. Other Business 
a) Richard House – Spinifex 

(See attachment) 
b) Junior Coastcare - the next activity scheduled for this project is going to be on 4th June at 

9:30 am. Geoff Cope, Jen Priddle and Janine Hurley, once again representing VHCC, will be 
assisting the Victor Harbor childcare Centre in planting out pig face that Richard House has 
propagated along with other seedlings as selected by Sophie/Katie in the Kent Reserve 
location. Thank you to all involved. 

c) Bus Stop 3 Work Area - Loreto has written a letter to Jodie Roberts, Director of Environment 
and Infrastructure, with regard to solving the issue of work area 20 and the rapid response was 
admirable. Caroline Taylor of Landscape SA has informed Loreto that she will be overseeing 
the reparation work that Steam Ranger need to undertake as a matter of urgency. Loreto‘s 



suggestion of applying for a Grant and getting a professional contractor to remedy the issue 
was taken on board and Caroline will be suggesting Steam Ranger consider this. We will 
monitor this patch, but will focus our future work here below the track in the paperbark area. 

d) Ausmap – Sunday 3rd May. Meet at Bridge Point at 9am. 
e) Watering roster – Watering can be resumed at 38A The Esplanade, C.S. Read Reserve. 

Please put the short connector hose back in the carry bag when you have finished. 
 

13. Correspondence – None 
 

14. Hours worked 
Lee Philp 6; Sally St George 4; Christina Michell 4; Anita Leak 4; Andrew Leak 3; Richard House 4; 
Geoff Cope 9; Richard Edwards 6; Eric Everitt 5; Janine Hurley 3; Bill Eden 1; Harry Rake 3; Gavin 
Dally 2; Margie Fredberg 2; Trevor Brand 3; Bruce Lindqvist 1; Loreto Cameron 24 = Total Hours 84 
 

15. Next Meeting AGM - Wednesday 15th April 2026 at 7pm in Carrickalinga House 
                                      Special guest – Angela Schiller Deputy Mayor Victor Harbor Council 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 


